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Announcements 

 The Durham County Department 
of Public Health (DCoDPH) is 
celebrating 100 years of service in 
2013.  

 Please visit the new Public Health 
website at  www.dconc.gov/
publichealth. 

 Communicable Disease (CD) 
Reporting Forms are now located 
on our website, under Health 
Resources and Data. http://
dconc.gov/index.aspx?page=874 

 State CD reporting statute: 

10A NCAC 41A .0101  

 

Important  Numbers 

Main Number (919) 560-7600 

CD Program 
 
FAX: 

(919) 560-7896 
 
(919) 560-7716 
 

Immunization 
Clinic 

(919) 560-7608 

Tuberculosis 
Clinic  
 
Adult Health  
Clinic 

(919) 560-7633 
 
 
(919) 560-7658 
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Information for Flu Prevention Partners 

First and foremost, the Durham County Department of  
Public Health (DCoDPH) sends a special “THANKS” to all Partners 
for their significant contributions to promote and provide flu 
vaccinations and prevent influenza in our County. The overall success 
of this vital public health service depends on the support of partners at all levels—public health 
professionals, advocates, medical providers, community stakeholders and concerned consumers 
from across the county. We appreciate your time, energy, and commitment to public health. 

 

Respiratory Hygiene/Cough Etiquette in Healthcare Settings 

In order to reduce the risk of infection  or outbreak post visual alerts (in appropriate languages) 
at the entrance to outpatient facilities (e.g., emergency departments, physician offices, outpa‐
tient clinics) instructing patients and persons who accompany them (e.g., family, friends) to in‐
form healthcare personnel of symptoms of a respiratory infection when they first register for 
care and to practice Respiratory Hygiene/Cough Etiquette. 

Healthcare facilities should ensure the availability of materials about Respiratory Hygiene/Cough 
Etiquette in waiting areas for patients and visitors in order to educate and ensure compliance. In 
addition, facilities should  

 Provide tissues and no‐touch receptacles for used tissue disposal. 

 Provide conveniently located dispensers of alcohol‐based hand rub; where sinks are available, ensure 
that supplies for hand washing (i.e., soap, disposable towels) are consistently available. 

Masking and Separation of Persons with Respiratory Symptoms 

During periods of increased respiratory infection activity in the community (e.g., when there is 
increased absenteeism in schools and work settings and increased medical office visits by per‐
sons complaining of respiratory illness), offer masks to persons who are coughing. Either proce‐
dure masks (i.e., with ear loops) or surgical masks (i.e., with ties) may be used to contain respira‐
tory secretions (respirators such as N‐95 or above are not necessary for this purpose). When 
space and chair availability permit, encourage coughing persons to sit at least three feet away 
from others in common waiting areas. Some facilities may find it logistically easier to institute 
this recommendation year‐round. 

Droplet Precautions 

Advise healthcare personnel to observe Droplet Precautions (i.e., wearing a surgical or proce‐
dure mask for close contact), in addition to Standard Precautions, when examining a patient with 
symptoms of a respiratory infection, particularly if fever is present. These precautions should be 
maintained until it is determined that the cause of symptoms is not an infectious agent that re‐
quires droplet precautions.  

 

   

CDC Flu website link for  

Healthcare Professionals 

http://www.cdc.gov/flu/professio
nals/index.htm 

http://reports.oah.state.nc.us/ncac.asp?folderName=\Title%2010A%20-%20Health%20and%20Human%20Services\Chapter%2041%20-%20Epidemiology%20Health�
http://dconc.gov/index.aspx?page=379&redirect=1�
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