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Durham Police Department
Mission & Vision

Mission 
The mission of the Durham Police Department is to minimize 
crime, promote safety, and enhance the quality of life in 
partnership with our community.

Vision 
The vision of the Durham Police Department is to be a 
progressive law enforcement agency committed to reducing 
crime by providing the best quality of service, fostering public 
confidence and maintaining the highest standards of excellence 
as a community partner for positive change.
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Durham Police Department
Police Districts

There are five (5) police districts.
• Zone A – District 1, 2, 3
• Zone B – District 4, 5

Uniform Patrol Officers are assigned to patrol                     
a specific beat in a district.

Police Substations are located in police 
districts 1, 2, 3 and 4. 
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Durham Police Department
Organizational Chart & Structure
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Durham Police Department
Key Divisions, Programs & Initiatives 

 DPD’s largest division (338 positions) 

Majority are Uniformed Patrol Officers who respond to 911 requests

 Additional Units 

 Bicycle Squad

 Canine Unit

 Traffic Services

 Motor Unit

 Secondary Employment

 Desk/Towing Unit

 Special Projects & Logistics

 Reserve Officers

Uniform Patrol/Field Operations Section
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Durham Police Department
Key Divisions, Programs & Initiatives 

Investigative Services Section (151 positions)

Criminal Investigations (55)

 Homicide Unit

 Special Victims Unit

 Financial Crimes Unit

 Robbery Unit

Forensic Services (34)

 Crime Lab
 Crime Scene Unit
 Property & Evidence Unit

Organized Crime (62)

 Vice Narcotics

 Major Crimes

 Gang Unit

 Intelligence Unit

 SET (Selective 
Enforcement Team)

 BCERT (Biological 
Chemical Emergency 
Response Team)
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Durham Police Department
Key Divisions, Programs & Initiatives 

Community Services Division  (44 positions)

 Community Resource Unit (CRU)

 Citizen Observer Patrol (COP)

 Police Athletic League (PAL)

o Explorers Program

o Special Olympics

 Community Engagement Unit (CEU)

 Crisis Intervention Team

o Liaison Officers

o Victim Services
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Durham Police Department
Frequently Asked Questions 

What are qualifications to become a police officer?
Completion of high school or GED

Age 21 upon completion of police academy

Good moral character with no felony convictions, no serious misdemeanor 
convictions and no domestic violence convictions

U.S. Citizenship required

Honorable discharge from military, if applicable

No DWI/DUI convictions in past five years

No suspension of driving privileges in past three years

Must pass and entry level written examination and 
physical test

No use of any illegal drugs in the past 12 months
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Durham Police Department
Frequently Asked Questions 

How diverse is the police department’s workforce? 

• Asian Females 1
• Asian Males 6
• Hispanic Females 10
• Hispanic Males 29
• Black Females 71
• Black Males  118
• White Females 89
• White Males 320

• Females 171
• Males 473

Current staffing is 644 employees (as of 9/25/19): 
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Durham Police Department
Frequently Asked Questions 

How do I report actions of a police department 
employee I feel were inappropriate? Or the 
actions of employees I feel were outstanding? 
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Durham Police Department
Opportunities for Engagement 

 Neighborhood Watch

 Citizen Police Academy (CPA)

 Police Athletic League (PAL)

 Crime Mapping (Lexis Nexis)

Amount and type of crime that 
is occurring at an address or 
within a radius
Day and time a particular  

crime occurs most often 
in an area
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Durham Police Department
Final Thoughts

Watch the Durham Police Department’s Recruitment Video

https://drive.google.com/file/d/14tKoJMy09VOnGKgFsECXv0FHYpkJBpN2/view?ts=5cc860f9


STAY CONNECTED

Durham Police Department

Major Ed Sarvis
Ed.Sarvis@DurhamNC.gov

Website: durhampolice.com   Facebook: @DurhamPoliceDepartment
Twitter: @DurhamPoliceNC | Instagram @durhampolicedepartmentnc

AN INTERNATIONALLY ACCREDITED LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCY
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